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Europe must deliver on Free Flows of 
Data and 5G 

Press Release for Informal Telecoms Council
Brussels, 18 July 2017 

BRUSSELS (18 July 2017) -  Today, telecoms ministers from across Europe are gathering in Tallinn 
on the next steps for the Digital Single Market, regarding building a digital infrastructure and on 
tearing down barriers regarding data flows. DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the enthusiasm from the 
Estonian Presidency on these important topics.  

High-speed connectivity and implementation of big data are essential to foster digitisation in public 
and private sector, such as e-government and healthcare. DIGITALEUROPE supports the Commission’s 
proposals regarding spectrum and co-investment in Very High Capacity Networks in the European 
Electronic Communications Code to foster 5G and the Gigabit Society. We also fully back the 
Commission’s intention for a legislative proposal regarding the free flow of data in the EU. 

“We are calling the Member States to address these critical points on data flows and 5G which 
urgently need to be addressed, to prevent increased fragmentations in the Digital Single Market and 
risk having Europe fall behind on the global scene,” said DIGITALEUROPE Director General Cecilia 
Bonefeld-Dahl. 

DIGITALEUROPE strongly recommends to avoid any forced data localisation requirements on a 
national, European or global scale. These requirements in most cases find no valid justification, as 
under a true DSM there is little justification to deem data safer or better accessible by default if 
stored in a specific Member State. 

Any forced data localisation requirements should be subject to EU scrutiny and should only be kept if 
proportionate and in line with EU legislation and single market principles. The EU must introduce a 
legal instrument that removes existing national data localisation requirements and prevents the 
creation of new ones.  

The exceptional introduction of data localisation requirements by Member States should be pre-
determined by a narrow range of acceptable justifications and subject to prior notification to allow for 
verification of their compatibility with EU law, including in the area of national public procurement. 

Regarding the digital infrastructure, action is needed to meet the challenges facing 5G in Europe, and 
to create the framework for growth, services and jobs across many industry sectors relying on the 
Gigabit Society. DIGITALEUROPE therefore calls on Member States to free up spectrum on time, in a 
harmonized manner across the EU to reduce fragmentation and prevent delays of products and 
services. 
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“We faced a gap between the first and last movers on the 800 MHz band of over half a decade, with 
consequent delays in product and services availability due to this fragmentation. 5G already looks to 
face similar obstacles in 700 MHz. These delays benefit no one, especially not the industries and 
vertical sectors planning to deliver cross-border digital services in healthcare, utilities and 
automotive,” said Ms Bonefeld-Dahl. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE consequently a strengthened EU approach for spectrum policy, with increased sharing 
of best practices between Member States, peer review and stakeholder workshops. Initiatives such as 
those in the EECC, are needed, together with more transparency and certainty regarding license 
conditions and durations, as well as renewal timing and terms. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE also highlights again the support and need to solve free flows of data within the EU. 
“We expect the Commission proposal on free flows of data this autumn”, ended Ms Bonefeld-Dahl. 
  



DIGITALEUROPE  
Rue de la Science, 14 - 1040 Brussels [Belgium] 
T. +32 (0) 2 609 53 10 F. +32 (0) 2 431 04 89
www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE 
Transparency register member for the Commission: 64270747023-20 

3 

-- 
For more information please contact:  
Darren Perera, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director of Communications and Marketing 
+32 489 93 95 95 or darren.perera@digitaleurope.org

ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of 
the world's largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from 
every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from 
digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the world's best digital technology 
companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of 
EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 
61 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website 
provides further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org   

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 
Corporate Members 
Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, 
Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, 
Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, 
Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, 
Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider 
Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, 
Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies.  

National Trade Associations 

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-
BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force 
Numérique, Tech in France 
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY 
IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, 
FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey 
Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK 




